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Building a path out of “collusive 
transactions” between the field of 
academia and that of activism



  

Back in 2017: Newspeak in Marseille.
Big Data Observatory for Public 
Tranquility



FOIA requests



  

The proliferation of Safe City 
experimentations



  



  



  



  

We came to the realization that 
we had a dire need to research 
and document these projects, to 
then voice our refusal of these 
technologies of control, which 
we deem incompatible with 
democratic forms of life



  

Towards a participatory 
research-action campaign



  

A website (www.technopolice.fr)
to showcase our collective work, share documents, 
action guides and campaign kits



  

A public forum (NodeBB on 
forum.technopolice.fr) for monitoring, coordination, 
sharing tips, organising our refusal – gathering 
researchers, journalists, lawyers, activists and 
citizens of different backgrounds



  

Collaborative documents (custom 
Etherpad at carre.technopolice.fr) for working 
together in drafting texts and analysis



  

A relational database (Uwazi on 
data.technopolice.fr) for easy access to all 
documents we gather (e.g. through FOIA 
requests and whistleblowers)



  

An online dropbox to invite people in 
public administrations or private corporations to 
securely leak documents



  

Street actions (not so much in our culture)



  

Protests and coalition building 
(Global Security Law, 2024 Olympic Games...)



  

Mapping
(.e.g. crowd-sourcing the 
mapping of CCTV 
cameras)



  

Raising awareness 
through artistic 
interventions



  

Seeding local groups to foster local 
actions, expertise, solidarity



  

Strategic litigation...



Articulating local and 
transnational advocacy...



Successes

We helped:
- document Technopolice projects
- raise public awareness and build a political discourse 
against these technologies
- stop some of these projects (e.g. facial recognition in high 
schools)
- bridge activists scenes, helping make these issues part of 
the anti-police violence, anti-tech, “right to the city” agenda in 
France
- articulate local-national-European advocacy against police 
technology



Challenges

We found that:
- it’s been hard to reach out to racialized communities
- it’s difficult to give ‘‘proof of harm’’
- we have little knowledge on how to build grassroots 
mobilizations
- we’ve been hindering but in some ways also driving a process 
of legalisation by people much more resourced than us



On links between
academia and activism

PROS:
- The resources we put out inspired/empowered researchers 
(and journalists) to work on the issue (politicization as 
enabler).
- Complementary methodologies: activists are not as 
constrained and can resort to more “adversarial methods” 
(that would fail to pass an ethics committee review)
- In turn, as activists, we have benefited from useful reviews 
of our publications and work, been pointed to research key to 
help us build our oppositional stance.
- Although more established researchers tend to run in the 
same hurdle of institutional opacity, daring and more junior 
researchers can get impressive access.



Links between
academia and activism

CONS:
- Conflicting temporalities and commitments: e.g. long-term 
research data collection vs. need for activists to release data 
early.
- Politicization can reinforce secrecy: It can lead already 
opaque and secretive institutions close off even further
- Inequality: Precarious, often unpaid activists helping more-
resourced researchers who are also less interested in social 
change (or risk facing the career drawbacks for their 
activism).
- Objectification: As activists, we are often “studied” as 
“actors in the controversy” and sometimes trust and openness 
on our part gives way to the feeling of being research-
objectified.



Solutions?

Being out front and laying out the framework for 
collaboration early on?

Question of whether funding for the “third sector” of 
research will really benefit activist groups in a context 
of growing liberal authoritarianism
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